
Barriers of faith:  Discourses on 
listening, common ground, and 
the needs of economic higher 

education in an anarchic world. 

Alternative titles

The need for listening: ...

The need for listening:  four discourses for taking 
liberal education off life support (that it doesn't know 
its on) and to the teens and beyond.

Economics, History, and Education in 
an Anarchic World

Solving the listening puzzle:  four discourses on 
technology, history, and the needs of economic 
education in an anarchic world.

Barriers of faith:  Discourses on listening, 
common ground, and the needs of economic 
higher education in an anarchic world. 
(working title as of 3 9 09)

Need "interpretation" in the title???

Four discourses on economics, history, and 
education for an anarchic world.

Imagining Technology and Education: The 
essentiality of listening in an anarchic world.

Listening must be in main title, not in subtitle.

Worlds apart:

Executive Summary

Objectives of the book:
The great and secret dream

The realistic goals

Specific objectives for satisfying those goals

Table of Contents

Preface: Garage, attic, and 
basement:  on rounding up the 
usual suspects

working title:  "The Usual 
Suspects: A Preface"

chapter outline

unsorted notes

Discourse I: Eco‐
nomics as science 
fiction, economics as 
fantasy (listening to 
the future of history)

GUIDING QUESTION: What, required by 
the 21st century, is missing from higher 
education and how is the gap to be filled?

a k a "the critical importance of listening."

Letter #1:  Why listening?

ch 1:  The world has changed.

working title: "Economic history in the age of wikis.."
chapter outline
unsorted notes

ch 2:  "Or has it?  Has the world really changed?"

working title: "The more things change..."
chapter outline
unsorted notes

ch. 3:  Synthesis and judgment: the 
liberal arts education in a flat world.

chapter outline
21st cent ed must develop "judgment"
21st century requires a nation of 
journeyman (economic) historians.
21st century requires project managers.
On the need to deal with paradox and contradiction.

ch 4:  the need for a new listening paradigm

chapter outline

I: The basic model of listening costs

working title: "Modeling listening costs in an world of ..."
If do as separate chapter, title "Semi-
technical bit #1".
chapter outline
unsorted notes

Argument v. Conversation v. Recitation.

Recitation
Ex. lecture.
Learning through imitation.

The possible teaching modes and the 
listening consequences of each. 

Argument
Ex.
Subtopic

Conversation
Ex.
Subtopic

II:  The network model

working title:  "Modeling listening costs in 
a networked world"
If do as a separate chapter, title "Semi-
technical bit #2"
chapter outline
unsorted notes

the listening mindset
III.  The Iterative Listening Paradigm

IV:  Alternate universe pedagogies

working title: Economic history and 
science fiction.
chapter outline
unsorted notes

ch. 5:  seeking (and finding) the commons
chapter outline
chapter notes

Provocation A:  Start a "history" 
course by spending three weeks 
studying the future.

Provocation B: Forbid use of 
scholarly journal and mono‐
graph in early undergraduate 
research exercises.

Discourse II:  Economics as 
history (listening to the history 
of the future)

GUIDING QUESTION: How does the economics of 
the past matter in the 21st century?

a k a "how to listen to technology"

Letter #2: Why history?

ch 5: Technological determinism and its discontents

working title
chapter outline
unsorted notes

ch 6:  The technology of science 
fiction and the fiction of technology

working title
chapter outline

ch. 7:  Google and beyond: What 
constitutes empirical evidence?

working title
chapter outline

Subtopic

ch. 8:  What about education technology?--
part I:  Reaching for the cloud.

ch. 9:  What about education 
technology? -- part II:  Masters and 
apprentices in a flat world

Provocation C: reject the vocabulary of 
"student centering".  Require a walkabout 
project to understand demand and s upply.

Provocation D:  Teach like 
you're running a conference

Discourse III:  Economics as 
fellow travelling (education of 
the commons, by the commons, 
and for the commons)

GUIDING QUESTION:  How can/do/
should we shape/coordinate an 
educational commons that is 
inherently endogenous?

a k a "how to listen in community"

Letter #3: What do you mean, a 
conference?  Why the commons?

ch. 10:  The Genius of Gen Y

working title
chapter outline
unsorted notes

chp 11:  Anarchy and the Sympathy Principle
working title:  The Sympathy Principle

chapter outline

chp 12:  Scalability: Master and 
apprentice in the 21st Century

chapter outline

ch. 12:  Living in a Lou Reed lyric
working titleDiversity in an anarchic world?

chapter outline

ch. 13:  The vices of copyright and the 
virtues of copywriting.

working title
chapter outline

ch 14: Listening is a relationship.

Trade must be unequal, to happen.
If you want the "other guy" to stay 
involved in the relationship, what you 
give up must be more valuable to him 
than it is to you.

"Student-centered education" -- a bit of a wrong turn

When NOT to listen

ch 15:  imagining the information flow

Provocation E: Begin courses 
with "mission" and "prelim 
bibliog" but no "syllabus"

Provocation F  Require every liberal 
arts student to start a business.

Discourse IV: Economics as 
Christian anarchy

GUIDING QUESTION:  What place do/
should power, ideology, and faith have 
in 21st century education?

a k a "how to listen in the polis"

Letter #4: Why faith?

ch 16:  Mercantilism and feudalism -- the 
economic fantasies that refuse to die.

ch 17:  Neither an evangelical nor an anarchist be?

ch 18  Grace, faith, and the absurdities of 
knowledge

ch 19  Life as a small-sample 
problem:  the necessity of faith

ch 20:  Jack of all trades, OR master of 
none: the necessities of adaptability.

Chapter 21:  Listening as a second best solution

Conclusion:  On the beginning 
of beautiful relationships 

A final letter:

After matter

Appendix I: Listening costs -- the basic model

Appendix II:  Modelling listening costs 
in a networked world.

Appendix III: On epistemology and the 
structure of this book.

Appendix IV;  A glossary for 21st 
century education

subtitle:  "Neologisms, Jargon 
(proposed), redefinitions, and other 
refinements of diction

four parts

definition
example

claim/justification
"see also", "a/k/a", etc.

2-3 sentences/fragments
Mild Ambrose Bierce-type flavor.

Appendix V:  The N Theses

Appendix VI: A timeline of paradigm shiftiness

If possible add an abbreviated version of 
this to chapter 2.

"For further reading"
annotated bibliography

primary purpose -- stimulate further conversation
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